A QUEEN'S REVENGE               133

rassed resources of the country, the principles of
French Republicanism were not exhibited in an
agreeable light.

The end came with surprising suddenness. The
barons, whose privileges were threatened, repaired to
their castles to excite the peasantry; the monks
preached a holy war ; the King and Queen dispatched
Cardinal Ruffo from Sicily with orders to raise the
Calabrians against the Republic. The position of the
French army in Naples became daily more precarious.
Royalist bands intercepted couriers, beset the roads,
and threatened the food-supplies of the capital;
English men-of-war blocked the harbour. Meanwhile
a Russian army had entered the North of Italy and
was sweeping the French before it. On May 8,
Macdonald, who had succeeded Championnet in the
Neapolitan command, marched out of Naples, leaving
two battalions behind him to support the failing
fortunes of the Parthenopean Republic; and as the
French withdrew the insurgent tides of royalism
swept up to the walls of the capital. On June 19,
the day upon which Souvaroff beat Macdonald on the
Trebbia, the Neapolitan fortresses capitulated to
Cardinal Ruffo ; but, to the proud and bitter soul of
Marie Caroline, no treaty was sacred if it had been
made with rebels. She instructed the capitulations
. to be torn up so far as they concerned her Neapolitan
subjects, and Nelson, to his lasting dishonour, con-
sented to be an accomplice in her revenge. Eighteen
princes or dukes, two noblemen, fourteen generals,
three bishops, eleven priests, and as many lawyers,
were among those who were condemned to the scaffold.
The replies and speeches of some of the prisoners
when faced with their brutal judge read like the noblest